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A pearl of great price 
 

Much like today, different gods and life philosophies were 

plentiful in the ancient Roman world. They were like different 

pearls, available for people to pick and choose which they 

liked and wanted to keep. However, say you had come across a 

pearl greater in its beauty and purity than all of the others you 

had seen, one so valuable it required you to discard all the rest 

to obtain it. There’s a sense of urgency in the decision too. A 

pearl this valuable, like treasure found in a field, will not 

remain available like this for long. Looking at it, you know you 

must decide quickly while it is still available. 

Would it be worth it to you? When Jesus talks about the 

‘kingdom of heaven’ or the ‘kingdom of God’ being like a pearl 

of great price, he’s referring to the value of the new way of 

living available through him. As St Paul explains in this week’s 

second reading, the kingdom of heaven is not just about 

eternal life. It is primarily about being shaped to become like 

Jesus, including in the here and now. We share Jesus’ wisdom, 

his capacity to love others and his relationship with the Father. 

We live with Christ’s life, we become moulded to his ways, and 

we take on Christ’s whole way of being as our own. The 

imagery offered by the parables in the gospels describes the 

right response to finding the kingdom of heaven, which is to 

give up everything else that has value in order to pursue it. 

Whether it costs us success, security, pleasure, or the respect 

of others, the kingdom of heaven is worth the very highest 

price. St Matthew understands how the kingdom of heaven can 

change a person. Not only has he given up everything, 

including riches and security, for the kingdom of heaven but, 

in attaining it, he is like the head of a household who can 

welcome others into the kingdom and give its treasures away. 

However, there is no understanding of the kingdom of heaven 

as Jesus describes it without a life-changing commitment to 

stay on its course. As our first reading explains, King Solomon, 

at the start of his life, found this pearl of great price and placed 

it at the very centre of his life. Solomon disregarded offers of 

health, wealth and security and instead prized knowing the 

heart and mind of God. However, as the books of Kings go on 

to document, the wealth and life of pleasure drew Solomon’s 

focus away from the wisdom he once prized above everything. 

The life on offer from God gives us meaning and joy. It offers 

us a life where “all things work for good for those who love 

God.” It is worth it to cast everything aside to attain it.  

 

Jospeh Doyle @ Majellan Media 2026  



Please Pray For:  
Recently Deceased:  
Paul Czislowski, Kathleen Gallagher (Chris 
Gallagher’s Mother) Maria Annecca, Joan Nolan 
(Bernard  Nolan’s Mother)  

Anniversaries: 
Eva Sterling. 

Those Who Are Sick:  
Max Harris, Lorraine Grennan, Vera Albertini, Terry 
Bryant, Judith Jackson-Hope, Anthony Rodighiero, 
Kath Dawson-Malone,  Alex Lever, Rita Loughman, 
Isobel Grant, Fr Joseph Guinea, Gabrielle Hackenberg,  
Albert Albertini, Maive Collett, Narelle Martin, Pam 
Willock, Patrick Fox, Margaret Traves, Lorraine 
Green, David Burke, Paul Calvino,  Fr Anthony 
Lemon. 

This week in the Parish 

JULY                     17TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

                             GRANDPARENTS DAY  

Sunday 26    9:00 am -   Mass | Sacred Heart    

                             10:00 am -  Parish Picnic  

Monday 27    Parish Office Closed  

Tuesday 28         NO MASS TODAY 

                             1:00 pm - Scripture Group | Parish Office  

Wednesday 29    NO MASS TODAY  

Thursday 30        NO MASS TODAY  

Friday 31             9:00 am - Legion of Mary | Meeting Centre  

                             NO MASS TODAY  

AUGUST                               

Saturday 1          9:00 am -   Rosary  

                             5:30 pm -   Rosary  

                             6:00 pm  -  Vigil Mass  | Sacred Heart   

Sunday  2           18TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

                             8:30 am -  Rosary 

                             9:00 am -  Mass | Sacred Heart  

                             

View Mass At Home -  

There is an option to tune into Mass at home when you can’t join 
us:  

• Freeview  TV - Channel 10 Sunday 6 am 

• Bishop Greg continues to online-stream Sunday Mass on the 
Diocesan YouTube channel - 9:00 am - youtube.com/
LismoreDioceseAU  

RECONCILIATION  
Saturday : 5.30 pm - 5.50 pm  
Sunday:     8.30 am - 8.50 am 

ROSARY 
The Rosary is prayed on 

Saturday morning at 9:00 am. 

As well as half an hour before 
each weekend Mass 

 
Wednesday Word 

Copies of Wednesday Word,  are 
available in the Church. 

 
Exposition of the blessed 

sacrament  
No Exposition this week 

 
Christian meditation 

group  
Tuesday & Thursday 

6:50 am 
Sacred Heart Church  

READINGS FOR TODAY AND NEXT WEEK:  
17TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  
1 Kgs 3:5, 7-12; Rom 8:28-30; Mt 13:44-52 
18TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  
Is 55:1-3; Rom 8:35, 37-39; Mt 14:13-21 

Acknowledgement of Country 
We acknowledge the Bundjalung people who are the Traditional 
Owners of this land on which we gather and pray today. We pay 
our respects to the Elders past, present and emerging, and 
extend that respect to other Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people past, present and emerging.  

Rosary Statue 
26/7: Paula Thornton | 2/8: Pauline Weber  

Reader Roster : 
1 & 2/8:  Christine Wightley | Kay Ryder   
8 & 9/8: Mike Brennan | Jan Bruce  

Children’s liturgy 
2/8: Philly & Donna | 9/8: Donna & Ros 

Altar serving roster 
1/8: Ted & Marcus | 2/8: Bailey & Carter  

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutube.com%2FLismoreDioceseAU&h=AT3Mv7Si0Lgo-f-Qs888LkzeZ5bv5G3oBf6SCpgsYfcaRsXcQn7RQEqNjMz79JjH_tfOkjcv0iZOlP5vWfNB4kFYRFRtsvUiK6uGEnGSX1AQs7REg9JuJGdUHgC_R55LxMXqGfQgWKg1gerYoF1y&__tn__=-UK*F
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutube.com%2FLismoreDioceseAU&h=AT3Mv7Si0Lgo-f-Qs888LkzeZ5bv5G3oBf6SCpgsYfcaRsXcQn7RQEqNjMz79JjH_tfOkjcv0iZOlP5vWfNB4kFYRFRtsvUiK6uGEnGSX1AQs7REg9JuJGdUHgC_R55LxMXqGfQgWKg1gerYoF1y&__tn__=-UK*F


The Diocese of Lismore Safeguarding Office is contactable if you have any Safeguarding concerns. We 
will listen to you respectfully, offer support and discuss options you have available to you.  
 To contact the Safeguarding Office, please phone (02) 6621944 or  
email: safeguarding@lismore.catholic.org.au  

St. Vincent de Paul Winter Appeal  
Begins this weekend through to 15/16 August. 
Vulnerable people are being pushed into homelessness and  
poverty - all it takes is one sudden crisis.  
This winter, you can help people experiencing or  
at risk of  homelessness get the support  
they need.  
Envelopes are in the pews.  
Please write Murwillumbah Conference 
in the “comments/conference name”  
Section to keep your donations local.  
Donations of $2 or more  
are tax deductible.  
Thank you for your generous support  

Is God calling you?  
Are you ready, to say, “Speak Lord, your serv-
ant is listening,” and to begin listening to know 
if God may be calling you to be a priest, dea-
con or religious?  
To begin that journey of discernment contact 
the Director of Vocations Lismore  
E vocations@lismore.catholic.org.au   
M +61 0494 656 854 I P 02 6621 9444  

mailto:agooley61@gmail.com


Interest Rate - 3.90% 

For further information and our current interest rate,  

please visit our website www.dif.org.au or contact us on 1800 802 516   
 

 Communion  
 
If you are unable to walk 
to/or have difficulty walking 
up the aisle for communion 
at Sunday Mass, please: 
stand, or raise your hand 
and sit at end of the pew, 
or in the chairs, and an 
Extra-Ordinary Minister of 
Communion will come to 
you.  
 

GLORIA 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you,  
we bless you, 
we adore you,  
we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father.  
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, 
receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High,  Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father.   
Amen. 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 
(Nicene Creed) 
I believe in one God,  

the Father almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible.  

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,  
the only Begotten Son of God,  
born of the Father before all ages.  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made.  
For us men and for our salvation  
he came down from heaven,  

(All bow during these two lines) 

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the  
Virgin Mary,  

and became man.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,  
he suffered death and was buried,  
and rose again on the third day  
in accordance with the Scriptures.  
He ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory  
to judge the living and the dead  
and his kingdom will have no end.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son is adored  

and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets. 

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins  
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead  
and the life of the world to come.  

Amen. 

Consecration of Homes  
 To Sacred Heart 

Would you like to request 
your home to be  

Consecrated to the Most  

Sacred Heart of Jesus?  

Please see the Legion of Mary 
sheet at the back of the church 
to provide your details to have 

your home scheduled.  

GENTLE REMINDER  
 

As winter and cold & flu season 
continue, we gently remind those 
who are kneeling and/or receiving 
Communion on the tongue to please 
wait until the end of the 
Communion line. 

Thank you for your consideration of 
others in our parish community. 
 
 

17TH  SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: (118) 

Lord, I love your commands . 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:  

Alleluia, Alleluia!  

Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth; you have revealed to little ones the 
mysteries of the kingdom.  

Alleluia!  

 


