
Jesus shows us the way to care 
Breaking boundaries is not always a good thing! In fact, we do 
well, for the most part, to stay within the boundaries set by 
family, community, workplace, church and state. However, if we 
are to grow in our calling to be missionary disciples of Jesus, we 
need to realise that Jesus himself was not afraid to question 
prejudices and break boundaries when the mission requires it. 

This is precisely what happens in this week’s story of Jesus 
meeting the Samaritan woman at the well. First of all, as a rabbi 
or teacher, he was not supposed to enter into dialogue with a 
woman, certainly not on a one-to-one basis. Second, as a Jew, he 
was supposed to despise Samaritan people – in much the same 
ways as many Jews in the State of Israel despise Palestinian 
people today. 

However, Jesus pays scant regard to such cultural and religious 
taboos by asking the Samaritan woman for water. We might say 
her reaction shows she was totally freaked out: “What, you a 
Jew, ask me a Samaritan for a drink?” She then becomes almost 
hostile and even sarcastic when Jesus suggests he could give 
her “living water”: “You have no bucket sir … are you greater 
than our father Jacob?”  

Jesus again speaks of the water he is offering as quenching 
people’s thirst forever. Here Jesus breaks through the woman’s 
defences. Jesus then demonstrates he is fully aware of the 
woman’s irregular marriage situation – having had five 
husbands and now living with someone else! Yet, Jesus is not 
fazed by this, nor dismissive of the woman and her life-
experiences.  

To the contrary, Jesus draws the woman to pronounce him as a 
prophet as well as acknowledging something of her own faith in 
the God of Israel and the promised Messiah. Here is the only 
place in the ministry of Jesus where he identifies himself as the 
Messiah: “I who am speaking to you, I am he!”  

The woman’s response is immediate. She takes off to inform the 
other people of the village she has met Christ the Messiah. Many 
came to believe, not just because of the strength of her 
testimony, but on account of their own experience of Jesus as 
“Saviour of the World”. 

What we need to learn from this gospel story is that we are not 
called to be missionary disciples of Jesus on account of our own 
gifts or talents. The Samaritan woman was no paragon of virtue, 
yet Jesus, who knew everything about her, loved her and 
commissioned her to bring good news to others. 

There is something else we can learn from the Samaritan 
woman, namely her honesty and straight-forward way of 
speaking. She does not pretend to be somebody other than who 
she is; yet, she is open to change her viewpoint and behaviour. 
She is also prepared to break boundaries by entering into 
dialogue with Jesus. Like the Samaritan woman, let us dialogue 
with Jesus and take his message of divine love and forgiveness 
to others.  

                                         Gerard Hall SM @ Majellan Media 2026  
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Year A |  8 MARCH 2026 



Please Pray For:  
Recently Deceased:  
Warren Kenny, Elizabeth ‘Moya’ Murray nee Klinneally 

Anniversaries: 
Peter Luxford 

Those Who Are Sick:  
Anthony Rodighiero, Kath Dawson-Malone, Leo Kelly, 
Alex Lever, Rita Loughman, Isobel Grant, Fr Joseph 
Guinea, Gabrielle Hackenberg,  Albert Albertini, Maive 
Collett, Narelle Martin, Pam Willock, Patrick Fox, 
Margaret Traves, Lorraine Green, David Burke, Paul 
Calvino, Fr Anthony Lemon  
Names removed after a considerable time. Please assist the 
Parish Office by advising if you wish names to remain. 

MARCH 

Sunday  8 THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT - YR  A 

 8:30 am -  Rosary 

 9:00 am  -  Mass | OLPS 

                             10:15am    -    Baptisms | OLPS 

Monday 9 PARISH OFFICE CLOSED  

Tuesday 10 9:00am      -    Mass  | OLPS 

 1:00 pm - Lenten Group| Parish Admin Centre 

Wednesday 11 9:00am      -    Mass | OLPS 

Thursday 12 9:00am      -    Mass | OLPS  

Friday 13 12:30pm    -    Mass | OLPS 

 1:00 pm  -  Stations of the Cross 

Saturday 14 9:00 am -  Rosary   

  5:30 pm  -   Rosary 

 6:00 pm  -    Vigil Mass | Sacred Heart  

Sunday  15 FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT - YR  A 

 8:30 am -   Rosary 

 9:00 am  -   Mass | Sacred Heart 

                          

View Mass At Home -  
There is an option to tune into Mass at home when you 
can’t join us:  

• Freeview  TV - Channel 10 Sunday 6 am 

• Bishop Greg continues to online-stream Sunday Mass 
on the Diocesan YouTube channel - 9:00 am - 
youtube.com/LismoreDioceseAU  

RECONCILIATION  
Saturday:  5.30 pm - 5.50 pm  
Sunday:     8.30 am - 8.50 am 

 
Rosary 

The Rosary is prayed on 
Saturday morning at 9:00 am. 

As well as half an hour before 
each weekend Mass 

 
Wednesday Word 

Copies of Wednesday Word,  
are available in the Church. 

 
Exposition of the 

Blessed Sacrament 
This Friday  13th March 

11:30am– 12:15pm  

READINGS | ROSTERS  

Readings For Today & Next Sunday:  

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT - YR A 
Ex 17:3-7, Rom 5:1-2 & 5-8, Jn 4: 5-42. 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT - YR A 
1 Sam 16:1,6-7 10-13 , Eph 5:8-14, Jn 9:1-41 

Reading Roster 
14/15 Mar | Second Sunday of Lent - A  
6pm -  Lisa Dusi-Fox 
9am -    MSPC  

Rosary Statue 
8/3 -    Jenny Wallace 
15/3 -   Faith Buchanan  

This week in the Parish 

Acknowledgement of Country 
We acknowledge the Bundjalung people who are the 
Traditional Owners of this land on which we gather and pray 
today. We pay our respects to the Elders past, present and 
emerging, and extend that respect to other Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people past, present and emerging.  

UPDATE ON MASSES  
From Saturday 14th March , Masses will return to 
the Sacred Heart Church. 

Be aware some works may still be continuing at 
the back side of the church. As we near 
completion please be mindful of access and 
parking. Entry through front doors only at this 
stage.   

CHOIR PRACTICE  
Choir practice to be held 1st and 
3rd Thursdays of each month at 

6pm in the church.  
All welcome to attend.  

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutube.com%2FLismoreDioceseAU&h=AT3Mv7Si0Lgo-f-Qs888LkzeZ5bv5G3oBf6SCpgsYfcaRsXcQn7RQEqNjMz79JjH_tfOkjcv0iZOlP5vWfNB4kFYRFRtsvUiK6uGEnGSX1AQs7REg9JuJGdUHgC_R55LxMXqGfQgWKg1gerYoF1y&__tn__=-UK*F


               Stations of the Cross 
 

1:00 pm Fridays during Lent led by 
Legion of Mary   

 

NAME BADGES 
We are placing an order for Sacred Heart Parish name badges. 

If you would like a name badge contact the Parish Office to 
order one.  

Phone - 6672 1118 or  

Email - murwillumbah@lismore.catholic.org.au  

Update of Sunday Missals… 

We have been advised that the Sunday Missal is available to 
order. They are hard cover and sell for $37 each.  

We have the earlier list of persons wanting to purchase one, 
but if you could confirm, or if you would like to buy one, 
please let the Parish Office know and we will place an order 
by mid March.  

Planned Giving– 2026-2027 
 
Give and it shall be given unto you, a full 
measure…overflowing.” Luke 6:38 
 
It’s time for us to order Planned Giving     
Envelopes for the 2026-2027 financial year. 
Your continued and renewed giving allows 
our parish to meet the needs of our parish and 
to plan and develop as a vibrant community.  
If you are new to the Parish and would like to 
participate in our Planned Giving program 
using a printed box of envelopes, please   
contact our Parish Manager so we can ensure 
sufficient sets of envelopes are ordered.   
A reminder for new parishioners and visitors 
that envelopes and cash donations are put in 
the collection plates located at the Welcome 
Table at the church entrance as we do not 
“pass the plate/s” during Mass.  
It is also possible to participate in Planned 
Giving via EFT donation.  Details for EFT 
donations are: 
2nd Collection – FOR OUR PARISH |  
BSB: 062 580 | Account No: 0090 4506  
Account Name: Catholic Church Murwil-
lumbah  
1st Collection – FOR OUR CLERGY | 
BSB: 062 580 | Account No: 0090 5461  
Account Name: Presbyterium Account Mur-
willumbah Parish  
For EFT donations, please include your   
surname and/or Planned Giving number as a 
reference on your deposits. 
If you are interested in regular EFT planned 
giving donations, please contact the Parish 
Manager so we can allocate a Planned Giving 
Number for your EFT reference. 
Thank you for your generous support of our 
parish and our priests.  



Interest Rate - 3.40% 

For further information and our current interest rate,  

please visit our website www.dif.org.au or contact us on 1800 802 516   
 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 
(Apostles’ Creed) 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father  
almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting.  
Amen. 

THIRD  SUNDAY OF LENT  
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: (94) 

R: If today you hear his voice, harden not 
your hearts. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:  
Praise and honour to you Lord Jesus;  

Praise and honour, Lord Jesus Christ! 

Lord, you are truly the Saviour of the world, 
give me living water, that I may never thirst 
again. 

Praise and honour to you Lord Jesus;  
Praise and honour, Lord Jesus Christ! 

 

Third Sunday of Lent 
7-8 March 2026 

 
Monoranjon lives in a village in Bangladesh 
close to the sea, where floods and storms often 
damage his crops and his home. With support 
from Project Compassion, he learnt climate-
resilient farming techniques and new ways to 
diversify his income, helping his family survive 
and build a safer, more sustainable future.  

       

 

 

Please donate today. 
You can support Project Compassion 2026 

through the donation boxes, envelopes or by 
scanning the QR code. 

Or online at: www.projectcompassion.org.au/
donate  

Bishop Greg’s Lenten Talk Series 
The Spiritual Life continues... 
Held on Mondays at 6pm at St Mary’s Chapel, Lismore. 

Monday 9 March | Union with God 

Watch on YouTube from 6pm  11/3    youtube.com/ 
LismoreDioceseAU  

2026 Lenten Programme 

 The Journey Home 
You are welcome to come along and join in the 
Parish Lenten Group. 

Tuesday | 1 pm | Parish Administration Centre 

Lenten books on sale at the Church or Parish Office | 
$8:00 

AN UPDATE ON THE SALE  
OF COUNTRY CHURCHES 

 

The Parish Finance Council are pleased to  
announce that the vacant block of land at  
Burringbar has been sold. 
 
A separate offer has recently been accepted for the 
sale of the St Brigid’s Church land & building; 
however, contracts are yet to be exchanged. 
 
With regards to St Columba’s Church at Uki, there 
has been little interest in this site to date, so we are 
reassessing how we continue to market this  
property.   
 

Peter McDonald | Parish Finance Council Chair  

https://www.projectcompassion.org.au/donate
https://www.projectcompassion.org.au/donate

