
A shared responsibility for God’s mission 
The Italian composer Giacomo Puccini wrote famous operas 

such as La Boheme, Madama Butterfly and Tosca. It was during 
his battle with terminal cancer in 1922 that he began to 
write Turandot, which many consider his best work.  

He worked on the score day and night, despite his friends’ 
advice to rest, and to save his energy. When his sickness 
worsened, Puccini said to his disciples, “If I don’t 
finish Turandot, I want you to finish it.” He died of a heart 
attack in 1924, leaving the work unfinished.  

His disciples gathered all that was written for Turandot, 
studied it in detail, and then proceeded to write the 
remainder of the opera. The world premier was in La Scala 
Opera House in Milan in 1926, and Maestro Arturo Toscanini, 
Puccini’s favourite student, conducted it. The opera went 
beautifully, until Toscanini came to the end of the part written 
by Puccini. 

He stopped the music, put down the baton, turned to the 
audience, and announced, “Thus far the master wrote, but he 
died.” There was a long pause; no one moved. Toscanini then 
picked up the baton, turned to the audience and, with tears in 
his eyes, announced, “But his disciples finished his work.” The 
opera closed to thunderous applause and has found a 
permanent place in the annals of great operas. 

The Easter season concludes the public life of Jesus, but 
before he returns to the Father, he gathers his disciples. He 
asks them to be his witnesses to the world and continue his 
ministry by proclaiming the good news and under the 
influence of the Holy Spirit calling people to newness of life. 

The feast of the ascension reminds us of our collective 
responsibility for mission. We are baptised into the 
community of believers and share an identity, but life as 
Catholic Christians is a call to share the mission of Jesus.  

We may think that mission and evangelisation are the 
responsibility of clergy and religious, but they are the 
responsibility of all the baptised. Pope Francis consistently 
emphasises that the Church does not engage in proselytising 
but grows through “attraction” and the witness of lived faith, 
is how we best share the gospel message and invite others to 
follow Christ.  

Jesus is no longer physically among us, but he reminds us 
that he journeys with us and that the Holy Spirit accompanies 
us in our journey through life. 

Bearing witness does not necessarily mean speaking about 
our beliefs, although this is what happened with the first 
disciples. It means integrity of life where our actions match 
our words. It may also mean on occasion being willing to 
engage in dialogue with others who do not share our belief, 
but who have questions. Dialogue is an essential part of 
witness to our belief. Like the first disciples of Jesus and 
Puccini’s disciples, it is our task to bring their work to 
completion. 
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THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD 

Year C | 1 June 2025 



Please Pray For:  
Recently Deceased:  
Fr Kevin Ehlefeldt MSC, Barry Jones, Bill Potter  

Anniversaries:  
Bishop Jeremiah J Doyle ( First Bishop of Lismore), 
Brian Albury, Len Martin 

Those Who Are Sick: Riley Ryder, Maive Collett, 
Barbara McGrouther, Cade Andrassy, Robert Burton, 
Marie nee Flack, Narelle Martin, Pam Willock, Patrick 
Fox, George Flack, Margaret Traves, Lorraine Green, 
David Burke, Malcolm Reid, Paul Calvino, Maureen 
McCabe, Fr Anthony Lemon                                          
Names removed after a considerable time. Please assist the 
Parish Office by advising if you wish names to remain. 

Sunday  1 The ASCENSION of the LORD  

 8 am – 11 am Holy Door Open 

 8:30 am - Rosary 

 9:00 am  -  Mass 

 10:00am - Parish Cuppa/Morning Tea 

Monday 2 9:30 am - Rosary & Prayers (see note below) 
Tuesday 3 8:00 am - Mass 

 11:00 am - Christian Meditation Group (note page 3) 

 12:45 pm - Scripture Study Group (note page 3) 

Wednesday 4 8:00 am - Mass 

Thursday 5 8:00 am - Mass 

Friday 6 6 am – 6 pm Adoration & Holy Door Open 

 9:30 am  - Legion of Mary | Parish Meeting Centre 

 12:00 pm - Mass 

Saturday 7 9:00 am - Rosary 

 4:30 pm -  Rosary 

 5:00 pm  -  Vigil Mass  

Sunday  8 PENTECOST SUNDAY  

 8:30 am - Rosary 

 9:00 am  -  Mass 

 10:15am - Baptism 

Acknowledgement of Country 
We acknowledge the Bundjalung people who are the 
Traditional Owners of this land on which we gather and pray 
today. We pay our respects to the Elders past, present and 
emerging, and extend that respect to other Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people past, present and emerging.  

View Mass At Home -  
There is an option to tune into Mass at home when you 
can’t join us:  

• Freeview  TV - Channel 10 Sunday 6 am 

• Bishop Greg continues to online-stream Sunday Mass 
on the Diocesan YouTube channel - 9:00 am - 
youtube.com/LismoreDioceseAU  

RECONCILIATION  
Saturday:  4.30 pm - 4.50 pm  
Sunday:     8.30 am - 8.50 am 

PRIVATE PRAYER 
8:30am - 9am after 8am 

weekday Masses.  
(Subject to change - depending 

on activities in the Church) 

Rosary 
The Rosary is prayed on 

Saturday morning at 9:00 am. 

As well as half an hour before 
each weekend Mass. 

Wednesday Word 
Copies of Wednesday Word,  
are available in the Church. 

Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament 

 this Friday 6 June 
6:00 am - 6:00 pm 

READINGS | ROSTERS  

Readings For Today & Next Sunday:  

The ASCENSION of the LORD - Year C 
Acts 1:1-11;  Eph 1:17-23; Lk 24:46-53 

PENTECOST SUNDAY - Year C 
Acts 2:1-11;  Rom 8:8-17; Jn 14:15-16, 23-26 

Reading Roster 
7/8 June | Pentecost Sunday | Yr C 
5pm -  Barbara Grant 
9am -     Kay Ryder 

Altar Server Roster 
7/6 - Mia Cook & Amelia Bennett  
8/6 - Nate Linkins 

Rosary Statue 
1/6  Trish Jandura    8/6  Lisa Dusi-Fox 

This week in the Parish 

Parish Cuppa | Morning Tea 
Please join us for a Cuppa | Morning tea  

after 9am Mass this Sunday 1 June. 

Everyone Welcome! 

ROSARY & PRAYERS for God’s Precious Infants and 

the Unborn Child - Monday 2 June - 9:30 am -   
Sacred Heart Church.    

Pregnancy Help Line: 1300 139 313 

Please note changes to 
Mass times this week.  

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutube.com%2FLismoreDioceseAU&h=AT3Mv7Si0Lgo-f-Qs888LkzeZ5bv5G3oBf6SCpgsYfcaRsXcQn7RQEqNjMz79JjH_tfOkjcv0iZOlP5vWfNB4kFYRFRtsvUiK6uGEnGSX1AQs7REg9JuJGdUHgC_R55LxMXqGfQgWKg1gerYoF1y&__tn__=-UK*F


JUBILEE YEAR 2025  
Pilgrimage, Holy Door, 

Reconciliation, Prayer, Liturgy, 
Profession of Faith and Indulgences. 

  

 JUBILEE OF FAMILIES, CHILDREN, 
GRANDPARENTS AND THE ELDERLY  

This Jubilee celebrates the importance of the family 
unit, recognizing the unique roles played by 
children and grandparents; and also honours the 
elderly members of our communities, some of 
whom are without family members of their own.  

“You are fathers, mothers and children, 
grandparents, uncles and aunts. You are adults and 
children, young and old. Each of you brings a 
different experience of family, but all of you have 
one hope and prayer: that God will bless and keep 
your families and all the families of the world.   

Excerpt from Pope Francis’ Homily for the X World  
Meeting of Families 2022 

Christian Meditation Group 

Tuesdays |11 am | Parish Admin Centre 

ALL WELCOME 
—————————— 

Scripture Study Group 
Tuesdays | 1 pm  | Parish Admin Centre 

Vigil Mass Time – Winter  
From next Saturday 7 June to Saturday 30 August 
2025 the Saturday Vigil Mass in Sacred Heart Church 
will commence at 5.00pm. 

Weekday Mass  - time change 
From this Tuesday 3 June the weekday Mass time for 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday will change from 
5:30pm to 8:00am.  

Friday Mass time remains unchanged at 12 midday.   

Mt St Patrick’s Primary School  
Trivia Night 

Saturday 28 June | Gilbey Centre 

Yeehaw! Saddle up Folks! Dust off your boots  
and cowboy hats for a fun-filled evening of trivia, 

laughs, prizes, and a good ol’ country vibe.  

Tables of 8, or come along as a couple, or with a 
few friends and we’ll find you a table.  

Doors open at 6pm for a 7pm start.  

Book using the QR code below.  

5 pm Vigil Mass & Share A Meal 
Welcome... 
Mt St Patrick College students and teachers from 
Doyle and Loreto Houses who will join us for 
Mass Saturday 14 June. After Mass, we will come 
together to share a meal. 

We hope you can join us to welcome College 
students and teachers from Doyle and Loreto 
Houses. 

 EVERYONE WELCOME!  

Arrangements for Tweed Heads Parish 
Following the retirement of Fr. Michael Brady as Parish 
Priest of St. Joseph’s Tweed Heads, the Bishop has 
appointed Fr. Paul McDonald as Administrator. This 
arrangement is seen as temporary until the Bishop is in a 
position to make a permanent appointment. 

Fr Paul’s role will be to meet regularly with the priests, 
parish staff and other groups to provide support and 
assist with organisation and administration. Most of the 
sacramental, pastoral and chaplaincy roles will continue 
to be undertaken by the priests and parish staff currently 
in Tweed Heads. 

During this interim period this team approach is 
consistent with the journey of collaboration the parishes 
of the Tweed Valley (Murwillumbah, Tweed Heads and 
Kingscliff) have been travelling for almost the past twelve 
months. 

Fr. Paul will continue as Parish Priest of Kingscliff and 
Vicar General, together with several other Diocesan 
commitments. 

Vale Fr Kevin Ehlefeldt MSC 
Last Saturday 24 May Fr. Kevin Ehlefeldt 
MSC, died in Sydney at the age of 95. His 
funeral took place at the Sacred Heart 
Monastery, Kensington on Thurs 29 May.  
Fr Kevin was born in Murwillumbah and 

grew up in Banora Point and Terranora, before leaving at 
the age of 16 to join the Missionaries of the Sacred 
Heart.  
He spent the last 20 years of his active ministry supplying 
throughout the Lismore Diocese, including the parishes 
of Tweed Heads, Murwillumbah and Kingscliff.  On 26 
February 2025, Kevin marked 77 years of religious 
profession.  May He Rest In Peace.  



INVEST WITH PEACE OF MIND  
www.dif.org.au    Phone 1800 802 516  Paying 3.90%  

Agents: ALG/Egan Simpson Solicitors, 15 Prince Street, Murwillumbah. 

GLORIA 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you,  
we bless you, 
we adore you,  
we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father.  
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, 
receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father.   
Amen. 

 
PROFESSION OF FAITH 
(Apostles’ Creed) 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father  
almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting.  
Amen. 

 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.  

THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD  - YR C 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: (46) 
R. God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: 

a blare of trumpets for the Lord.  

 GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:  
Alleluia, Alleluia!   
Go and teach all the people my Gospel. I am 
with you always, until the end of the world.  
Alleluia! 

Vocations Prayer Champions 
The Diocese of Lismore vocations team is seeking 

vocations prayer champions. All the baptised share the 

vocation to be missionary disciples but some in the 

church are called to other vocations for building up 

missionary disciples. We want women and men who 

will join in prayer each day for an increase in these 

other vocations. This year our focus in prayer will be 

the priesthood. We want you to register as a  

vocation’s prayer champion. Prayer champions agree 

to pray at 9am or 6pm (both if you want) for an 

increase in vocations to the priesthood. At the 

designated time each prayer champion recites one 

Glory Be, one Hail Mary, one Our Father for the 

intention of an increase in priestly vocations.  

You can register at vocations@lismore.catholic.org.au 

or  02 6681 1048. Leave your first name, parish and 

your chosen time. We will let you know how many 

people are in prayer with you at that time. 

Deacon Anthony Gooley. Director of Vocations.  

Saint Mother Teresa of Calcutta, was once asked  
what in her opinion was the first thing  

that would have to change in the Church.  
Her answer was: ‘You and me.’ 

Bishop’s Mid-North Coast Flood Appeal 
Bishop Greg Homeming has launched an appeal for 
victims of the NSW Mid-North Coast floods.  
How to donate: individuals can make donations online 
through the Diocesan website by selecting ‘Mid North-
Coast Flood Appeal’ under Fund to support’: 
lismorediocese.org/donations. (All donations over $2 
are tax-deductible.)  
or ... 
There are Special envelopes, available this weekend. 
These can be placed on the collection plates. 

mailto:vocations@lismore.catholic.org.au

